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the best face that I could on it,   Never had an
evening seemed so long."
King Edward was not a witness of the scene
at Windsor Castle -which I am about to briefly
describe ; but he could not fail to have heard the
facts from some of those who were present, of
whom my informant was one.    Shortly after the
death of the son of Napoleon in. and the Empress
Eug6nie,   Her   Imperial   Majesty  commissioned
Richard Belt to execute a bust  of the Prince.
The work was completed at Camden Place, Chisle-
hurst,   under   the    Empress's    supervision.    As
Queen Victoria expressed a desire to see the bust
the  sculptor took  it  to   Windsor,   The   Queen
examined  it  very  closely,   and  then  gave  her
opinion of, it, which was favourable with a reserva-
tion, although the Empress had found it perfect.
"There is one point in the mouth which is not
accurate," said the Queen;    " I will show you
what I mean if some one will bring me a gentleman's
hat-"    A hat was brought into the room, and the
Queen placed it on her head, remarking:  " When
the Prince Imperial bowed to a lady he raised his
hat in this way, and parted his lips like this."
The Queen spoke and acted her part with the
greatest composure, to the amazement of Lady
Churchill and the other members  of the suite
who formed the audience, and who  dared not
glance at each other lest they might be betrayed
into a smile.   It was none the less an ordeal, and
there was a general feeling of relief when the Queen
handed the hat to the personage nearest to her